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SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
ASL ENDORSEMENTS

The ASL endorsement (FS) is available for interim certificates even without an MTTC. In lieu of an MTTC,
candidates must demonstrate ASL proficiency to earn the FS endorsement. See the chart below to find a list
of preferred and alternative assessments for ensuring teacher proficiency in ASL, which is based on the
testing protocols and levels referenced in Michigan’s ASL teacher preparation standards
(https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/American_Sign Language Standards 553937 7.pdf).
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As a Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) for American Sign Language (ASL) does not exist, the above table provides a menn of acceptable proficiency

(as well as alignment between them) that may be used to determine whether a teacher candidate has met the mininmm level of ASL proficiency specified in Standards 1.1.1 and

1.1.3 of the Michigan Standards for the Preparation of Teachers of American Sign I anguage, and in alignment with Michigan Department of Civil Rights Division on Deaf and

Hard of Hearing Qualified Interpreter General Rules. Levels indicated by a green shade are the mininmm proficiencies that qualify a teacher candidate to be ded for an
ASL (FS) endorsement or allow a teacher with a Deaf and Hard of Hearing (SL) endorsement to be assigned to teach ASL as a world language without a district having to seek a
permit, in accordance with flexibilities in ASL teacher placements outlined in the MDE memo of May 14, 2015. Levels indicated by a yellow shade are the mininmm proficiencies
that qualify a teacher to be assigned to teach ASL as a world language on a permit.

As noted in the footer below the table, levels indicated by a green shade are the minimum proficiencies that
qualify a teacher candidate to be recommended for an ASL (FS) endorsement. The ASLPI is administered
by Gallaudet University (https://www.gallaudet.edu/the-american-sign-language-proficiency-
interview/aslpi), and registration can be made either directly through Gallaudet University or through the
Michigan Department of Education’s Office of Low Incidence Outreach (https://mdelio.org/deaf-hard-of-
hearing/asl-assessments/aslpi).

Information on the SLPI may also be found online (https://www.rit.edu/ntid/slpi/).




